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GREENS CAMPAIGN FOR THE LIVES OF YOUNG MIGRANT WORKERS

DOWN GREENS SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS AND CHEAP 
RENEWABLE ENERGY
   The Down Green Party hosted a meeting in the Saint 
Patrick Centre in Downpatrick to address the lack of 
Stormont support  for renewable energy installers in 
County Down, which could lead to the loss of over 180 
jobs in county Down and over 1000 jobs across Northern 
Ireland.
    Cllr Cadogan Enright chaired the packed meeting, 
which was attended by over forty local business owners 
in the renewable energy industry, who are facing an 
uncertain future due to the ending of the Reconnect 
Grant Scheme.
    The large attendance showed the passion of the 
installers in this sector, as well as their frustration at 
Minister Nigel Dodds in ending the grants, given the 
threat to their job security.
    Cllr Enright said ‘This meeting provided a voice for 
the installers who are facing great difficulties in what is 
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The DOWN Green party has campaigned to protect the 
lives of migrant workers  camped out on Guns Island. 
Up to sixteen young people had to camp out whilst they 
laboured everyday for two weeks collecting winkles and 
cockles from the coastal rocks of this well-known Island in 
South Down.
    GREEN Cllr Cadogan Enright said, “The safety of 
the migrant workers is my primary concern. We have 
witnessed how up to four workers are making their way 
across a dangerous stretch of water from Guns Island to 
the shore in a small dingy with no life jackets. This is not 
safe given the half Kilometre of choppy water between 
Guns Island and the mainland – especially when laden 
down with heavy bags of shell fish. The last thing we wish 
to see is another tragic loss of life along our coast.” 
    “We have sent photographs to the Gangmasters 
Licensing Authority showing them the danger to the 
young workers. We managed to record the license plate 
number of the people carrier used to transport the 
workers which we also submitted to the Gangmasters 

a crucial industry for the future economy in N.I. It put 
in place a campaign to ensure that renewable energy 
installers are given the support they require to ensure 
that households in N.I. can continue to switch to cheap 
renewable energy.’

Green Party Cllrs Cadogan Enright and Ciaran Mussen with local 
business men.

Bill Corry and Cllr Cadogan Enright with Guns Island in the background.

Licensing Authority. We have also been in contact with 
the Health and Safety Executive who in turn contacted 
the Coastguard.”
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Cllr Enright has expressed deep concern at the 
destruction of rare bird nests by quad bikes on 
Minerstown Beach. The nests belong to the Eurasian 
Golden Plover.
   The birds, which are endangered, are a migratory bird 
and are protected by the Agreement on the Conservation 
of African-Eurasian Migratory Water birds. Although up 
to 500,000 are estimated to spend the winter in Britain 
and Ireland, their numbers have been dwindling due to 
habitat destruction.
    Cllr Enright said, “I have been working with council 
officials and councillors in other parties to ensure we 
introduce beach regulations to enhance the Tourist 
potential of our area and protect our local heritage at 
the same time. Quads and jet skies are also a real danger 
to young families.”
    “I hope new by-laws will be introduced which will 
ban quad bikes and motorised vehicles from using parts 
of the beach which are sensitive for wildlife and ensure 

GREENS SEEK RAILWAY REVIVAL
IN DOWN

The Down District Green 
Party have proposed the 
reinstatement of the former 
Belfast and County Down 
Railway as a practical means 
of tackling congestion, fuel 
increases, carbon emissions, 
boosting property prices 
and standards of living in 
Down.
Green Party Cllr Cadogan 
Enright said, “We in Down 
District were recently 
named as the area with the 
largest carbon footprint in 
the UK, and much of this is 
due to the fact that most 
people work in Belfast 
and commute from towns 
like Downpatrick and 
Newcastle. For example, 
around 4000 civil servants 

travel to and from Belfast every day from the Down area, 
the vast majority of these travelling by car and 5300 daily 
commuters head for the Greater Belfast area.”
“This results in heavy congestion on the main arterial 
routes into Belfast, as well as congestion in the city itself, 
and causes long journey terms for drivers every week.”

Cllr Enright with local Green Party activist John Hardy
 inspecting the damage

that jet skies can no longer threaten the lives of our 
children in the shallows along our beaches.”
“I am currently campaigning for stricter beach 
regulations to be imposed which will ban quad bikes 
and motorised vehicles from using parts of the beach 
which are sensitive for wildlife.”

“The Down Green Party believes the solution lies in the 
reintroduction of the rail service which existed in the 
area until 1950. The railway used to run from Belfast 
to Newcastle, via Saintfield, Crossgar, Downpatrick and 
Dundrum, with a link to Ballynahinch. Reintroducing this 
line would allow the majority of travellers to avoid using a 
car and so would take thousands of cars off the road.
Cllr Enright explained that the plans would provide cheap, 
efficient transport to the people of Down, and would 
save them a lot of money in fuel costs as the price of oil 
is set to escalate in the future. The service would also 
cut journey times dramatically, allowing people to spend 
more time at home and removing the stress of driving in 
heavy traffic. Combined with the reduction in fumes and 
emissions in Belfast and the towns on commuter routes, all 
this would have a positive effect on living standards.
“The reality is that we as a society have to reduce 
our carbon emissions and rail transport is one of the 
solutions. This is recognised across the world as countries 
change from road to rail. We are lucky to have the basic 
infrastructure of the railway still in existence, much of 
which I have walked, and so we need the will to drive this 
solution.”
“There are many who say that rail transport is not 
economically viable, but this is simply untrue. With small 
towns in the Republic now getting commuter train services 
like Sligo, Cobh, Ennis and Mallow it is silly for Translink to 
pretend it cannot be done here.”

The maps show the difference in 
the number of railway stations in 
operation during 1950 in comparison 
with today.’

QUAD BIKES DESTROY RARE BIRD NESTS
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The recent election of Green 
Party chairperson Brian 
Wilson in North Down to 
the Assembly was 3 years 
in the planning said his 
election agent, Downpatrick 
Councillor Enright. 
    Cllr Enright said “It started 

well before the 2005 local

DOWNPATRICK GREEN CllR 
WRITES IRISH ENERGY POLICY

The Green Party are 
in Government in the 
Republic and its three 
ministers control; Energy 
& Natural Resources, 
Environment, Local 

Government and Agriculture. Councillor Enright is 
co-author of the Green Party energy policy with Irish 
Minister for Energy Eamon Ryan. Many key aspects of 
this policy are now being implemented in the Republic 
since the Greens entered Government. Thus the 
influence of the Downpatrick Green Party is being felt 
on a National Scale. 
    Cllr Enright said, “Because the Energy market is 
now being regulated on an all-Island basis, the Green 
Party policies can be expected to play an increasing 
role in energy policy in Northern Ireland, and I can 
confidently predict that the percentage of renewables 
will increase in N.I. from the pitiable current 2% or 
less up to European norms. Minister Ryan has already 
announced that a target of 40% renewables will be set 
for the all-Island electricity grid as part of a €22 billion 
programme. To find out about the Green Party successes 
in Government visit this link:  www.greenparty.ie/
government/achievements_in_government

SUPPORTING FAIRTRADE
Cllr Enright has shown his support 
and enthusiasm for Fairtrade and 
has uploaded onto the Down Greens 
website a list of Fairtrade Business in 
Downpatrick which can be viewed at the 
following link: 
www.downgreens.com/?p=466 

 Cllr Enright said “It is great to see such enthusiasm for 
Fairtrade in Downpatrick and I was delighted to see that 
local Green Party members such as Mark McCormick and 
Helen Corry are actively involved in the campaign.” 
    Cllr Enright concluded, “I am currently working with 
the Fairtrade Committee in drafting a motion which I will 
propose to the Down District Council in support of the 
Committee’s campaign to make Downpatrick a
Fairtrade Town.”

Robin Harper MSP, Scottish Green 
Leader (multi-coloured scarf), 
attending Down District Greens 
meeting on a recent visit to N.I.”

Brian Wilson MLA and Councillor 
Cadogan Enright

GREENS IN GOVERNMENT UPDATE
-THE SCOTTISH GREEN PARTY-
You may be familiar with the Green Party in Government 
in the Republic of Ireland but you may not be aware of 
Green Party achievements in the Scottish Assembly!
On the 11th of May 2007 the Greens signed an agreement 

with the Scottish 
Nationalist Party (SNP), 
which meant that the two 
Green MSP’s voted for Alex 
Salmond as First Minister 
and supported his initial 
Ministerial appointments. 
In return, the Nationalists 
backed a climate change 
bill as an early measure. The 

SNP also agreed to nominate Patrick Harvie, one of the 
Green MSPs, to convene one of the Holyrood committees: 
Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change.
The Scottish Greens have since then had an extraordinary 
year, making significant 
changes to government policy. Patrick Harvie MSP’s work 
on legislation to protect the disabled and to increase 
equality legislation is likely to succeed. The Scottish 
Greens also secured a ban on ship-to-ship oil transfers in 
the Firth of Forth within a week of last year’s election. 

    During the budget process this year, the Scottish Greens 
persuaded the SNP to shift money from subsidising 
domestic flights and into public transport, to put £18.8m 
into a fund for community-led carbon reduction schemes. 
The SNP also agreed to carbon-cost all future budgets 
from 2009, which will be a world first unless the Irish 
Green Party implements it first!

elections. We also laid down a marker for the future in 
South Down, which will be helped by the Green Party 
now being in power in the Republic and in Scotland.” 
Local Green Party Cllr Cadogan Enright was the Director 
of Elections and many commentators, even other political 
parties, have commended him on an excellent Green Party 
campaign.
Mr Wilson has been a councillor on North Down Borough 
Council since 1981, representing Alliance, then as an 
independent, before joining the Greens. 
He said he was thrilled “to have the opportunity of 
pushing forward Green Party policy in the assembly”. 
Green Party leader John Gormley said, “A special word 
of thanks to Cadogan Enright. What an organiser. I don’t 
think I’ve seen a better postering campaign any place. 

GREEN PARTY MLA ELECTED TO 
ASSEMBLY
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COMPETITION
Green Party Energy 
Minister in the Republic 
Eamon Ryan is in the 
process of rolling out a 
home energy insulation 

grant scheme. How informed are you about the most 
energy efficient means of keeping your home warm? 

Proper maintenance of your 
heating system can reduce fuel 
consumption by how much?
0-5%    5-10%    10-20%

Correct winners will be in a draw to win one of five 
DVDs of Al Gore’s “Inconvenient Truth”. 
Answers by e-mail only to info@downgreens.com 

BILL CORRY RETIRES
Bill Corry stood down 
as a councillor from the 
Down District Council 
in December 2007 due 
to health reasons. Bill 
nominated his election 
agent Cadogan Enright to 
succeed him and Cadogan 
was co-opted onto the 

council shortly afterwards.
   Bill Corry said “I did enjoy my time on the council. It 
made me more aware of how the system works and 
you feel that you can do more when you have that 
understanding. I am continuing with my work in the 
Green Party, and our monthly meetings are still held 
every month at my house on the Ballyduggan Road in 
Downpatrick” 
    Over the years Bill has planted over 230,000 trees in the 
local area, and he is slowly getting back to this work. Bill 
said, “I’m going back to my roots literally! There is still a 
lot to keep me busy, doing my part for the environment 
locally.”
    Cllr Enright said, “Bill is a true Eco-Warrior. The 
compassion and energy he has dedicated to the 
environment over the years is an inspiration to me, 
and to everyone around him. I extend my thanks to Bill 
for his hard and committed work as a Councillor for 
Downpatrick.”

ABOUT CLLR CADOGAN ENRIGHT
A life long environmentalist, 
Councillor Cadogan Enright joined the 
Green Party in the mid 1990’s over his 
concerns regarding climate change. 
Cadogan was a founding member of 
the Green Party both in Downpatrick 
and in South Down. He was Director 
of Elections in both the 2005 local 
elections and also the 2007 assembly 

elections when he was election agent for successful Green 
Party MLA Brian Wilson. Cadogan replaced Councillor Bill 
Corry when he retired in 2007. 
    Cadogan Enright is an FCCA with postgraduate 
qualifications in building standards and energy 
management, and was one of the founding members of 
Downpatrick NGO Sustainable Development Ltd., which 
promotes environmentally friendly building standards and 
small-scale renewable energy. 
    Married to Brenda for 27 years, the Enright’s have five 
children, the eldest, Peter (24) stood as a Green Party 
candidate in the 2007 Elections, while the youngest 
is 2 years old. They have three daughters in full-time 
education. 
    Cadogan is a member of the Strangford Lough 
Management Committee, the Down District Policing 
Partnership and the Sustainable Energy Association. He 
is also spokesperson for the Green Party in NI on Energy, 
Communications and Natural Resources.”

REMOVING OTTER TRAPS FROM 
QUOILE RIVER

Cllr Enright and local Green Party activists have been 
removing illegal otter traps from a tributary leading 
into the Quoile River.
    Otters were once widespread in the Down District 
and there used to be a vibrant population up until the 
1950’s. However over the years many issues such as 
drainage of wetlands, trapping, hunting and declining 
fishing stocks have caused their numbers to decline.
    Cllr Enright said “These traps are designed to drown 
the otters underwater and are a barbaric remnant of 
former times. We will continue to campaign against 
this practice and will have no hesitation in reporting 
those responsible to the authorities where we become 

aware of their identity”


